
Dear Families, 
 
This year, students in all three grades at Brown will be participating in the computer-based 
version of the Next-Generation MCAS testing.  The Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) has upgraded MCAS to better measure the critical thinking skills students 
need for success in the 21st century.  There will be two testing sessions in English Language Arts 
during April and two testing sessions in Mathematics during May. 

We use the results from MCAS testing to assist us in determining areas for curricular 
development. We do not use the results from any single assessment to measure a student’s 
academic potential. We believe that participation in MCAS testing during middle school will 
help students prepare for the grade 10 MCAS testing used for high school competency 
determination and graduation requirements. 

The specific dates of the MCAS testing for our students are: 
 
6th grade: 

• ELA – April 25 & 26 
• Math – May 10 & 11 

 
7th grade: 

• ELA – April 6 & 7 
• Math -- May 18 & 19 

 
8th grade: 

• ELA – April 27 & 28 
• Math – May 16 & 17 
• Science/Technology – May 23 

 
We ask that you help to ensure your child gets plenty of rest and eats a good breakfast before 
testing sessions - a good practice all of the time!  During advisory in the coming weeks, students 
will be working on mindfulness practices.  These strategies can be used to help them relax and 
focus.   
 
One of the security measures required by the DESE is that students not use any form of 
technology (cell phones, Kindles, smart watches, iPods, headphones, etc.) during the testing 
sessions.  As stated in the DESE Administrator’s Manual, “Results will be invalidated for 
students who use cell phones or other electronic devices at any time during a test session, 
including after a student turns in his or her test materials, during a break, or during transition to a 
test completion area.”  Additionally, we are asking that students and faculty turn off their phones 
completely during testing and either lock them in their lockers or place them on the teacher’s 
desk.  The cellphones draw on our wireless network in the building, which impacts the speed of 
computers used in testing. 
 
Below is a link to a message from DESE Commissioner Mitchell D. Chester regarding MCAS 
participation:  http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24254 
 
Best regards, 
John   
 


